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CHAPTER 1 

   What Can We Possibly Know About God? 

( Questions for Review and Reflection ) 

1. How is knowledge gained through the natural sciences different from revealed knowledge?

How are these two sources of knowledge alike?

The natural science knowledge gained by using powerful instrument to help our sense or 

refined method of research to enhance the historic memory. The revealed knowledge is 

not gained by human power of perception, but is a divine gift. These two sources of 

knowledge are alike , they are received knowledge. 

2. What arguments would you give for the necessity of revelation?

Many true and important insights have come only by being received. Therefore, the 

reality  and even the necessity of our being informed of truths that lie outside sense  

experience. 

3. What common human experiences argue for the validity of a supernaturally revealed

knowledge?

The common human experiences argue that the revelation is only a concession of weaker 

minds, and that reason will sooner or later discern what is given earlier by being reveal. 

4. What are the two classes of revelation? How are they different?

The two classes of revelation are “General Revelation” and “Special Revelation.” 

The general revelation is the ways in which God makes himself know to all people at all 

times, as in nature, and in the common features of human experience. The special 

revelation is the disclosure of God’s word to specific people in specific acts of  

redemption or judgment, or through the words of prophets and apostles. 

5. Give an example of what might be termed “general revelation.” Give an example of “special

revelation.”

The general revelation, the law of God is consonant with nature and with sense, available 

to all people at all time. The special revelation, in a word, the medium of special 

revelation is necessarily Scripture, the written tradition of what God has done and 

said in human  history, revealed in the lives and the living experience of prophets and 

apostles, in Israel and the church. 



6. Why is the concept of “special revelation” significant in Christian theology?

Because the special revelation in Christianity is bearing on two other important idea. The 

first idea is that God is transcendent; that is, he is essentially unknown and 

incomprehensible, he is holy. The second idea is this great God who cannot be known in  

and of himself, who is beyond human experience, has condescended to make himself 

know. 

7. How would you define  “inspiration?”  What is the meaning of  “inspired” Scripture?

Inspiration can be defined as “God-breathed.”  Inspired Scripture means the words are 

essential to the very idea of God condescending to the instruction of human being, or 

God breathes life into these words. 
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CHAPTER 2 

   What Can We possibly Say About God? 

( Questions for Review and Reflection ) 

1. In what sense does the Bible (as distinct from theology or philosophy) speak of the reality of

God?

God's existence is established by the correspondence of promise and fulfillment. God is 

faithful to His word. That speaks of more than "existence", it speaks of the real life 

experience of the living God. 

2. How would you state the essential argument of Anselm’s ontological proof for the existence of

God?

God, who is "that than which a greater cannot be conceived," therefore necessary exists. 

He must exist that is, if a hierarchy of being is the undoubted nature of reality. 

3. Why do you think the ontological argument is usually less likely to persuade modern people

than the cosmological arguments of Aquinas?

The ontological argument was perhaps more easily grasp by people of Anselm's own 

time. Modern people begin with the apparent cause, effects, and purpose of the world 

itself, and reason back to the necessity of God. 

4. What is Aquinas’s argument from motion for the existence of God?

"Whatever is in motion is put in motion by another."  That mover must in turn, have been 

acted on by something else.  The prime mover, the first mover  is the unmoved mover.  

And this, Aquinas argued, is, by definition the creator God. 

5. What consequences are there in our thinking once we accept the idea of one God?

Once we accept the idea of one God, we think about the trinity, God is three in one. 

6. What is it about Jewish monotheism that leads to the possibility of a Trinitarian concept of

God?

The complexity of a God who meet humanity, who communicated himself to people, is

therefore first link in the communication between Jewish monotheism and Christian 

trinitarianism. 

7. What is the difference between the  “economic”  Trinity and the   “ontologic” or  “immament”

Trinity?

The economic Trinity is God reveals himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The 

immanent Trinity we say that God, in himself, even apart from his self-disclosure or his 

operation upon the world, is three distinct persons of undivided substance. 



8. Contrast dynamistic Monarchianism and Sabellian modalism.

Dynamistic Monarchianism, a concept of the Father and Son that is also know as 

adoption.  Paul of  Samosata chose to emphasize the excellence of the character of Jesus, 

and the independence of his humanity, to such an extant that Jesus' connection with God 

the Father could only be seen as one of an adopted Son. 

Sabellian Modalism, God has three modes of revelation, he would say, as Father, as Son, 

and as Holy Spirit.  Just as the sun has light, heat, and roundness, and yet there is only 

one sun, so God retains his uniqueness while he creates as Father, becomes incarnate 

as Son, and goes out to the world as Holy Spirit. 

9. Why do you think some would say that Sabellianism was influenced by the desire of the

church

    to express an uncompromised monotheism? 

Because the third-century church of Rome was largely under sway of modified modalism, 

even though Salbellianism had been expelled for his teachings. 

10. Do you think the concepts of the Trinity expressed in the contemporary church are sometimes

more Sabellian than orthodox?

Yes, I think the concept of the Trinity expressed in the contemporary church are 

sometimes more Sabellian than orthodox. 

11. What practical problems of human life and thought might be solved by a trinitarian concept

of

      God? 

The Bible is a good reference. It is true that the explicit form of a trinitatian doctrine is 

not found in the Bible. But, clearly the basis of that formulation is there, and so clear. 
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CHAPTER 3 

God and the World  

( Questions for Review and Reflection ) 

1. In our understanding of the human appetites and the human passion, what difference does it

make that God created everything ex nihilo?

God's creative act was not limited by, or condition by anything at all. We can credit God 

alone every aspect of the created order. 

2. What is the significance of the doctrine of creatio ex nihilo in one’s treatment of

environmental

    responsibilities? 

The image of God is Father rather than "mother."  The Father can only be understood as 

Maker, whereas the mother can only be taken as one who "give birth." 

3. What is the significance of the repeated words in Genesis:  “And God saw that it was good”?

It is the first hint that what the Bible presents about God is going to be ultimately and 

always "gospel"_good news. 

4. What is theodicy?

The "theodicy" is the issue of justifying God in view of existence of evil.  It deals with the 

question of why if God is both good and powerful, evil exists. 

5. How did Augustine of Hippo justify the existence of evil in a world created by a good God?

Since all was created good (Gen.1), the Augustine reasons that its existence is necessarily 

tied to its goodness. Therefore if things "shall be deprived of all good, they shall no 

longer be whatever is, is good."  For something to be evil, it is deprived of existence. 

Nothing therefore can be completely evil, for then it would be deprived of all existence.  

Evil must borrow from, and exist by virtue of, that which is good, for it is the deprivation 

and perversion of that which is good. 

6. What is the significance of the Bible’s reference to creation as  “heaven and earth” or  “the

heavens and the earth”?

Creation consists of  "heaven and earth"; that is, earth is incomplete without heaven, or , 

again, the visible creation is incomplete without the invisible. 



BAC403 Basic Christian 

Theology Phaisane Somsith, ID# 

451491619 4683 Wyoming St. 

Dallas, TX 75211 

(214) 339-1869

E-mail: phaisane@lsbf.org

CHAPTER 4 

Sin and the Human Condition  

( Questions for Review and Reflection ) 

1. How do the  “figures of speech”  that became the common biblical terms for sin contribute to

our understanding of the nature of sin?

Sin is fundamentally a rejection of what is good. A related term, used more frequently 

than transgression, is chat'a, which means missing mark." 

2. In what sense is sin alienation or estrangement? What biblical treatments of sin contribute to

the

    idea of sin as self-isolation or alienation? 

The idea of alienation or estrangement, which was alluded to even in the text of Genesis, 

becomes a visually powerful image in the New Testament.  The one who is out of 

fellowship with God is "lost."  Jesus came to "seek out and save the lost."  We find 

numerous example from the teachings of Jesus, illustrating those who are alone, 

alienated, in need of restoration to fellowship. 

3. How would you explain the logical relationship of  sin and death in the biblical doctrine of

sin?

It is not that death results eventually as a consequence of sin, any more than wages are 

paid at retirement. Instead, one works and is paid as the work is done, week by week, or 

month by month. So, death is the consistent daily payment for sin, because to sin is to 

die.  Sin, separation, and death are interchangeable concept; they partake of the same 

experience and reality. 

4. What was the essence of Augustine’s critique of Pelatigius? What was Pelagius’s concern in

the

    Christian attitude toward moral behavior? 

Augustine was strongly critical of the libertine life-style of the Manichees and those they 

influenced. Especially among Christians, he said, such ought not to happen.  Christians 

as well as anyone else, he argued, are to be held absolutely accountable for their sins. 

To be perfectly consistent, argued Pelagius, we must assume that we are judged and 

condemned for sin only be cause we can to good, and we can resist sin.  "The essential 

characteristic of Pelagianism," wrote Reinhold Niebuhr,  "is its insistence that actual 

sins cannot be regarded as sinful or as involving guilt if they do not proceed from a will that 

is essentially free." 

5. What is the central significance of the doctrine of original sin?

The doctrine of original sin, therefore, expresses a common experience of the human 

being, both Christians and non-Christians.  It is the experience of deeply desiring to do 

what is right, and yet not finding the power to live out that conviction. 



6. Why, in the Christian doctrine of sin, is God not responsible for sin?

The God who created us and all that exists is a God who created us "for good works" 

(Eph. 2:10).  The doctrine of sin, therefore, has this point of departure; God is not the 

cause or the author of sin. 
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CHAPTER 5 

        God with Us: The Person of Christ  

( Questions for Review and Reflection ) 

1. What are the four basic concerns of a doctrine of the Person of Christ?

1. The humanity of Jesus Christ.  2. The Deity of Jesus Christ.

3. The unity of Christ.  4. The offices of Christ.

2. Name and define one heretical school that arose in opposition to each of these four points of

orthodox Christology.

Arianism, the fourth-century Alexandrian Christian name Arius, author one of the most 

serious and pervasive challenges to orthodox Christianity.  His heresy was directed 

against the Trinity.  Defending monotheism, he rejected the idea of any uncreated reality 

other then the Godhead, whose simplicity and uniqueness must not be compromise.  

Therefore, he defined  Christ as unique and transcendent, but created, Sun of God. 

3. In your view, does it make a practical difference for a Christian living today that  Christ was

fully human, that is, that he had a human mind and will as well as a human body?

It does not make a  practical difference for a Christian living today that Christ was fully 

human, that is, that he had a human mind or will as well as human body, because Jesus 

Christ is fully divine, fully human, one person and two natures. 

4. Why do you think it was important for the church to establish a careful statement of orthodox

Christology such as was done at Chalcedon?

Because, the following the holy Father, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge 

one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at once complete in Godhead and complete 

in manhood, truly God and truly man. 

5. What are the pitfalls for Christian thinking and Christian living inherent in docetism?

Gnostic heresies of the second through the fifth centuries were strongly docetic.   

Apllinarianism ( A.D 310-390 ), bishop of Laodicea, was a strong opponent of the  

Arians, who had denied the true deity of Christ.  It is the idea that Christ appears to be 

 a man, while in fact he is God. 

6. Which of the heretical tendencies do you think are found today, either in popular religious talk

or modern theology?

I think the heretical tendencies that are found today either in popular religious talk or 

modern theology are H Heresy that affirmed the two natures, divine and human,  but 

denied the unity of Christ's Person and  Heresy that affirmed the humanity of Christ, but 

denied his full divinity. 

. 
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CHAPTER 6 

        God for Us: The Work of Christ  

( Questions for Review and Reflection ) 

1. What prevents us from being  “at one”  with God apart from Christ?

Denying Christ will prevent us from being "at one" with God because Jesus said "I am  

the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you  

know me will know my Father also. From now on you do know Him and have seen Him 

also. ( John 14:6-7) 

2. What are the three general theories in explanation of the cross of Christ-the theories of

atonement?

1. The ransom theory.  2. The satisfaction theory.  3. The exemplar theory.

3. Which of these appears to you stronger on the basis of scriptural evidences?

The exemplar theory appears to be stronger to me. Paul, for example, never tires of  

calling upon believers to imitate Christ in thought and deed. He points to himself and 

others as examples leading them closer to the pattern of life found in Christ (cf. Phil. 

3:17) 

4. What are the implications for evangelism and missions if one adopts the view of limited

atonement?

If one adopts the view of limited atonement, the implication for evangelism and mission 

are Christ must have died only for those who are chosen and foreordained to be among 

the saved. 

5. What ethical argument might be made either for or against universalism?

There is a strong thrust in Christian thinking and in the Bible itself that emphasizes the 

power of God to over come all opposition. 

6. Why do you think modern people have difficulty understanding the patristic preference for the

ransom theory of atonement?

Perhaps the most important reasons in the modern rejection of dualism, or many 

explanation that see a power contending with God, or indeed, even pitting itself against 

mankind. 
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CHAPTER 7 

        God with Us Still: The Holy Spirit  

( Questions for Review and Reflection ) 

1. What are the common Old Testament and New Testament names for the Spirit of God or the

Holy Spirit?

Old Testament names for the Spirit of God as breath and wind, and New Testament 

names  as air or wind. 

2. Why do you think it was important for the early church theologians to establish the deity and

person-hood of the Holy Spirit?

Because Christians would understand the deity and personhood of the Holy Spirit. 

3. What was the central issue in the filioque controversy between East and West?

The central issue in the filioque controversy between East and West was the relationship 

of the Holy Spirit to the Son. 

4. Name and define the importance of each of the works of the Spirit.

Creation. The first mention of the Spirit regards the act of Creation. 

Redemption.  To redeem a new life of those who born again. 

Revelation. The work of the prophets and the production of Scripture to the inspiration of 

the Spirit of God. 

Remembrance.  The Holy Spirit would come to help believers to remember what had been 

given in Old Testament prophecy, the fulfilled events in the life of Jesus. 

Guidance. The Spirit's work in guiding the believers. 

Unification. The gifts are always taught within the context of the oneness of the Spirit  

and the unity of the church. 

Consummation. The Holy Spirit spans the gap between current experience and the 

promised consummation. 

5. What is different, do you think, in the classic Christian attitude toward distinctions among

people from that of the pantheist or monist view of the world?  Why is this important?

I think Christians believe in Holy Spirit which is mentioned many times in the Bible,  

while those pantheist or monist missed the point. It is very important because the Holy 

Spirit works in the believers as advisor or guidance. 

6. How can the Christian doctrine of the Spirit overcome difficulties presented by distinctions of

gender, race, language, and heritage in the human community?

The Christian doctrine of the Spirit should be presented to each group clearly according 

to their categories by referring to the scriptures that relate to the topic. For example in  

John 16:16-18. 



7. How do spiritual gifts contribute toward the unity of believers in the church?

These gifts are always taught within the context of oneness of the Spirit and the unity of 

the church. Paul wrote, "Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same spirit. To each 

given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. ( 1 Cor 12:4, 7 ) 

8. What important distinctions would you make between Old Testament and New Testament

perspectives on the Spirit of God?

The ecstatic experience of the Spirit was the earliest concept of the Spirit, and remain as 

part of the understanding of the Spirit right up into the New Testament. 
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CHAPTER 8 

God Among Us: The Church  

( Questions for Review and Reflection ) 

1. Interpret Paul’s statement in Ephesians 2:20  to the effect that the church is “built upon the

foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus him-self as the cornerstone.”

Jesus Christ is the head, the highest,  to the church. The church must stay firm with His 

words, the only true gospel, that revealed through the apostles and prophets 

2. Can the church change to meet  new social and cultural conditions and still be a reliable

witness

    to the apostolic faith? Explain. 

Yes, the church can be changed to meet new social and culture condition and still be 

reliable witness to the apostolic faith. The church does not necessarily to be same kind of 

reconstitution of the primitive first-century church. 

3. Distinguish the idea of the “unity" of the church from the idea of the “catholicity” of the

church.

The idea of the "unity"  of the church is the oneness of hearts drawn together in mutual  

one and the oneness of people sharing in community because of their willing devotion to 

God through Christ. The idea of the "catholicity" of the church is the conviction that if  

the church is indeed Christian, then it is necessarily "catholic". 

4. What is the basic meaning of “catholic”?

The basic meaning of "catholic" is universal church, the church is indeed Christian. 

5. What relevance do the four Nicene attributes of the church have to a local congregation?

By its catholicity it claims relevance to the world, and by its apostolic identity it claims 

a distinction from the world. Thus the relevance and the identity of the church often stand 

in tense opposition to each other, and while one side or the other threatens to take over, 

only when both characterize the church can we say it is truly the church. 

6. What are these four attributes?

They are  one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. 

7. What makes a church  “apostolic”?

The tradition coming down to the present time comes from the original witness to the life 

and teachings of Jesus. 

8. Does the existence  of denominations, in your view, destroy the fundamental unity or oneness

of the church?

In my view, the existence of denominations do not destroy the fundamental unity or 



oneness of the  church, because each denomination has common desires and  willing to 

devote to God through Christ. 
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CHAPTER 9 

Belong to the Kingdom: Salvation 

( Questions for Review and Reflection ) 

1. What terms express different aspects or models of salvation? Define each one.

1. Salvation as Redemption: God's mercy, He receives a sinner who comes to Him

2. Salvation as Grace: The doctrine of salvation by grace and faith.

3. Doctrine of Justification: The positive relationship between faith and works.

2. Express in your own words the meaning of salvation in Christian theology?

The meaning of salvation in Christian theology is to free or save from God's 

justification. It is a gift from God through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

3. What theological model of salvation would you use if you wanted to emphasize that salvation

comes from the active work of God’s holy Spirit?

I'll use the salvation as regeneration, if I want to emphasize that salvation comes from 

the active work of God's holy Spirit. 

4. What biblical expression for salvation best conveys the understanding of God as a Father

longing to restore an estranged son or daughter?

Redemption and forgiveness. "We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 

of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace" ( Ehp 1:7). 

5. What biblical term best conveys the idea that God wills to restore the individual to his or her

lawful status as member of the community under God?

Reconciliation. The Idea that God wills to restore the individual to his or her lawful 

status as member of the  community under God is the reconciliation 

6. What is the meaning of conversion? What examples outside of the Christian or religious

experience can you give of the idea of conversion?

Christian conversion involves both a turning away from something and a turning toward 

something. Turning away from sin as the character of thought and action, and turning 

toward God in confidence that he answers the longing of the human heart. The butterfly  

is a good example of a conversion. A beautiful butterfly converted  from an ugly worm, it 

soared freely and  lovely after transformed from its previous life. 

7. What is the relationship between repentance and faith?

Repentance is inseparable from faith. Repentance emphasizes turning away from one's 

habitual affections and way of life; faith, on the other hand, suggests the positive side of 

this same decision, the decision now to trust in God and live in obedience. Both 

repentance and faith are essential to entering into the Christian life, and they are no less 

essential to the continuation of life in Christ. 



8. Define grace. What is prevenient grace?

Grace is the forgiveness of sin and strengthening of the human will to do good and turn 

away from evil. Prevenient Grace is the possibility that one can see conversion as both a 

maturing of events set in motion long before one came consciously to Christ. 

9. How would you begin to discuss the relationship of faith and obedient works in the economy

of

    God’s salvation? 

Faith is often correlated in the New Testament with the idea of active obedience on the 

part of the believer. For example, in John 3:36, said, "Whoever disobeys the Son will not 

see life, but must endure God's wrath." 

10. How would you explain what it means to become a Christian or how anyone can come to

Christ?

To become a Christian mean to live one's life according to Christ's purpose and follow 

His commands.  Anyone can come to Christ by accepting that he or she is a sinner and 

need God's forgiveness through His Son, Jesus Christ. He/She has to make decision to 

turn away from sin, turning toward Christ and accepts Him as his/her Lord, the Savior. 
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CHAPTER 10 

    Living as Kingdom Citizens: Sanctification 

( Questions for Review and Reflection ) 

1. How would you define the term “sanctification”?

The sanctification means to be "set apart," to be "made holy," and by implication, to be 

"consecrated," for special use or service. 

2. What are the two sides of sanctification? How would you illustrate these two aspects or sides

from the teachings of the apostle Paul?

The two sides of sanctification are the human being is responsible for his/her salvation, 

and it is God whose work is really accomplished.  

From the two sides of apostle Paul's teaching can be illustrated as places a heavy 

obligation upon believers, and God's work in us or from the perspective of our work in 

Christ, the experience that one refers to is the same. Much it is our work, it is no less 

God's work; and in that it is God's work, it calls forth obedience, discipline, effort, and 

sacrifice on our part. It is neither one nor the other alone; it is both. If it is only one or 

the other, then in reality it is neither. 

3. How can you explain the relationship between works and grace?

Works: One who tried to please God by his work, it is wrong. 

Grace: It is God's forgiveness to the sinners. One who works because he receives the 

grace of God by faith. 

4. What is the meaning of the term “virtue”?

The term "virtue" means living of moral goodness. It was a matter of cultivated, in 

private devotion, in the home and within the church. 

5. What part does imitation play in the life of the church and the growth of the Christian?

The modern church furnishes may poor example of Christian living. Imitation is only way 

the gospel has ever escaped the abstractions of doctrine and become a living reality 

among specific men and women. 

6. What is “perfectionism”?

The "perfectionism" is the proposition that Christian sanctify requires a state of 

perfection. 

7. What arguments might be brought both in favor of and against Christian perfection?

Christians are called to perfection is an important "Be perfect, therefore, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect" (Matt 5:48 ).  Christian perfection is imputed. We are perfect 

in Christ, in ourselves we are never perfect. 



8. What are the implications of Gregory of Nyssa’s concept of perfection?

The limit lessness of virtue makes perfection in virtue unattainable. "We should show 

great diligence not to fall away from the perfection which is attainable but acquire as 

much as possible." 

9. Comment on the similarity of E.Y. Mullins’s insight on Christian growth (in the sidebar) and

the teachings of Gregory of Nyssa on perfection.

There is no reason to suppose that Christian growth will ever cease. At the resurrection 

the body will be perfectly sanctified, and the spirit at death freed from sin. But as we are 

partakers of the divine nature, and are to be conformed to the image of Christ, the 

eternal son, we have an endless vista of growth opening before us. 
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CHAPTER 11 

          Expecting the Kingdom: Eschatology 

( Questions for Review and Reflection ) 

1. What are some of the Old Testament sources for the idea of the Kingdom of God?

Some of the Old Testament sources for the idea of the Kingdom of God are found in 

Isaiah 24-27, 40-55. Other allusions to coming kingdom are found in Obadiah 21; Micah 

4:1ff; Zephaniah 3:15 and Zechaiah 14:16-17. The later prophecy is found in Daniel 

7:14. 

2. What is the significance of the term “Kingdom of heaven”?

It is the almost certainly the term that Jesus himself actually used, it is precisely parallel 

to the "Kingdom of God" and is used interchangeably in Matthew. 

3. Compare and contrast consistent eschatology and realized eschatology.

Consistent eschatology: Before the end of the nineteenth century, certain students of the 

New Testament were calling attention to what should have been quite evident: Jesus, 

Paul, and the early church actually expected the end of the age. 

Realized eschatology: The eschatology of C.H. Dodd put greater weight upon this 

obvious objection that Jesus' teachings are alive with the excitement that something is 

now present, and can be entered into: The eschaton has moved from the future to the 

present, from the sphere of expectation into that of realized experience.  

4. Contrast the distinct eschatological expectations of premillennialism, postmillennialism,

amillennialism, and dispensational premillennialism.

Premillennialism: At Christ return He will establish an earthly kingdom that will endure  

for a thousand year. It is preceded by a period of intense struggle identified as the Great  

Tribulation. It is accompanied by the defeat of Satan, his binding so that he no longer  

deceives the nations, and the resurrection of the dead in Christ along with the gathering  

of all saints from the living and the dead ( Matt.24; Mark 13; 1 Thess. 4, 2 Thess. 2;   

Rev. 20 ). 

Posmillennialism: The thousand years of Revelation 20 refer to a future era that emerges 

out of the world-transforming influence of the gospel. It is called postmillennialism  

because the parousia occurs at the end of the millennium. 

Amillennialism: In this view, the thousand years of Revelation 20 is to be taken  

figuratively, not literally. It represents not a future age ( as in both premillennialism and  

postmillennialism), but the age in which we now live. 

Dispensational Premillennialism: It anticipates that the return of Christ and the  

resurrection of the dead take place in stages. First will be the secret, or hidden, rapture  

of the church from the world ( 1 Thess. 4 ) either before or during the time of Great  

Tribulation, followed by the inauguration of the millennial kingdom. 



5. Summarize the arguments against chiliastic interpretations of eschatology.

The chiliastic interpretations, historic, amillennialism and postmillennialism, have  been 

criticized for being too literalistic. 

6. Summarize the arguments against the non-chiliastic interpretations of Christian eschatology.

The non-chiliastic systems, amillennialism and postmillennialism, have seemed  

unsatisfactory to some because of a tendency to affirm the status quo ( since we are  

either in the millennium or moving inexorably toward that final state ) and to expect 

nothing altogether new to occur in history. 

7. What part does the element of hope play in any interpretation of the Christian gospel?

The element of hope plays in the millennium, the thousand- year reign of Christ 

mentioned in Revelation 20. 

8. In what way did the approach of eschatological theologians such as Jurgen Moltmann confront

the problem of the privatization of religion? Why do you think Moltmann saw this

privatization 

    as a problem? 

Jurgen Moltmann found a privatized revision of eschatology that made the history of the 

community meaningless.  I think Jurgen Moltmann is more concerned with the problem 

of biblical interpretation. 
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CHAPTER 12 

      Theology, the Kingdom, and the Church 

( Questions for Review and Reflection ) 

1. A very common question, asked by people with a variety of backgrounds, and often by those

without a strong educational background, is a question of theodicy: “If a good God is also

powerful, why does he not prevent pain, suffering, and evil?”  This question, which occurs to

so many, and is dealt with by academically gifted theologians, and philosophers, arises often,

and yet is difficult to answer.  Does that mean, do you think, that the questions of theology are

practical and common, even though the formal statement of theology often seems academic,

difficult, highly refined, and not accessible to everyone?

I think, even though the formal statement of theology often seems academic, difficult, highly

define, and not accessible to everyone, the questions of the theology are practical and

common.

2. Consider how theological principles carry over into practical concerns by completing the

following:

a) Since God is “three in one,” the central reality of community implies, for human

relationship to the Trinity.

b) Since God is incarnate, that is, “in the flesh,” we must view one human flesh as

divine and human.

c) If salvation is a gift, the relationships of Christians within the church should reflect

Jesus Christ through their lives.

d) If atonement is accomplished by God’s humiliation on the cross, then the relationship

of 

authority and discipleship in the church can be described as a humbled servant to serve  

the Lord as well as other believers. 

3. What are some modern manifestations of:

a) Gnosticism? Gnostics believed in salvation as a kind of transcendental "rescue" from

this world, with all its material and physical concerns.

b) Pelagianism? No one could escape condemnation for evil conduct when, in fact, the

opportunity for good equaled the opportunity for sin. The human being can choose

either, and the Christian had the advantage of being enlightened as to which choice is

right.

c) Arianism? Christ was thought to be supreme among created beings, but not God.

d) Sabellianism? A heresy that saw the three persons of the Trinity as distinct, temporal

manifestations of God.

4. Discuss the relationship of the idea of special revelation with the basic principles of modern

natural sciences.

The special revelation is the kind of divine self-disclosure taking place in unique and  

unrepeatable events. Special revelation is available to all men and women only in terms 



of 

   tradition. The basic principles of modern natural sciences, what occurs in nature cannot be 

   explained by the arbitrary will of local deities, but can be thought of as the consistent  

  operation of God. They are depend upon the presupposition of a uniform nature. The idea of a 

  uniform nature is  an intuitive or a religious sentiment. It is a sentiment productive of a  

  scientific view of the world, but is one that is made possible by the belief in one God. 
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