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 CHAPTER 1

THE STUDY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE   

Home Study Exercise

Basic activity: (Level 1, 2, and 3). The following questions are based on the study guide material. 

1. What is the purpose of this course?

To help me understand more fully the nature and the work of God and how He relates 

Himself to man. 

2. Give a definition of Christian doctrine.

Christian doctrine is a methodical interpretation and organization of the teaching of the  

Christian religious. 

3. What was Freud's concept of religion?

Freud found religion to be an illusion. 

4. What is the animistic theory?

The animistic theory relates religion to the superstition of man. 

5. Name three aspects of man's nature which are involved in the religious experience.

They are 1. intellect, 2. emotion ,  3. will. 

6. List four ways Christianity differs from other religious.

(1) Christianity centres in a person, the Son of God.

(2) Christianity offers forgiveness.

(3) Christianity promises resurrection and eternal life.

(4) Christianity teaches that God seeks man.

7. List four reasons for the doctrinal study of Christianity.

(1) The religious nature of man.

(2) The rational nature of man

(3) The divine commission to man.

(4) The inclination to pervert religion.

8. Define theology.

Theology is a rational thought or truth about God. 

9. Why do Baptists not use the term 'dogmatic theology'?

Since the Baptists have common beliefs based on the Bible but no list of creeds which  

must be subscribed to, it seems wise not to use the term 'dogmatics'  in referring to the 

study of Christian teaching. 



10. In what sense can Christian doctrine be called a science? 

 Theology is a science in that it is a study of truth and an organization of the results into a  

 system. 

 

11. What is the ultimate purpose of Christian doctrine? 

 The ultimate purpose of Christian doctrine is not to learn objective facts about a Person  

 but to study the teachings which guide to a proper relationship to that Person. 

 

12. Name two ways reason serves theology. 

 (1) To define  the teaching of Christian faith. 

 (2) To examine those teaching.    

 

13. What is the primary source of Christian doctrine? 

 The primary source of the Christian doctrine is the Bible. 

 

14. List four secondary sources of Christian doctrine. 

 1) The world of nature, 2) Church history, 3) The reason of man, 4) Christian experience. 

 

15. What can and cannot man learn about God from nature? 

 Man might learn from nature that he is responsible to God and is condemned by God  

 because of his sin. Man cannot learn about God's redeeming love and mercy through  

 nature. 

 

16. What other disciplines does Christian doctrine depend upon? 

 They are Biblical theology,  Historical theology, and Christian doctrine or Systematic  

 theology 

   



BAC404 Christian Doctrine 

Phaisane Somsith, ID# 

451491619 4683 Wyoming St. 

Dallas, TX 75211 

(214) 339-1869

E-mail: phaisane@lsbf.org

CHAPTER 2 

HOW MAN KNOWS

Home Study Exercise

Basic activity: (Level 1, 2, and 3). Answer the following questions based on the study guide. 

1. What do empiricists believe?

Empiricists believe that all of man's knowledge must come from sense experience. 

2. Why is the question of  knowledge important to the student of theology?

Because in the realm of knowledge, a student of theology deals with the problem of how 

to know God and how to distinguish between true and false religious experiences. 

3. What is epistemology?

Epistemology is the science of nature and possibility of  knowledge. 

4. Match the following concepts with the person or belief:

3 Kant   1. The invisible God can be sensibly known because He took on visible

fort. 

5 Nominalism 2. The real is the Ideas or Forms.

4 Realism 3. Things can only be known as they are modified and transformed for us

the action of the mind itself.

2 Plato   4. The universal Idea is the real and is present in all created forms.

1 Apostle John 5. The Universal Idea is only the name of a mental concept which has no

objective reality.

5. Discuss briefly the following world views, giving something of their beliefs concerning the

nature of reality, God, man, religion, and future hope.

(1) Materialism: Materialism says that existence or reality is matter or some

manifestation or product of matter. This world view believes that man's thoughts and

anxieties are attributed to matter derived from the chemical changes within the body.

Materialism holds that religion is an illusion or a superstition.  Materialism does not

believe in a future hope because the spirit ceases to exist when the body ceases to

function .  This world view does not believe that God exists.

(2) Agnosticism:  Agnosticism believes God cannot be known. For the agnostic, religion

is merely an attitude of reverence and awe toward the universe or the unknowable God

behind nature. Religion is no more than sentiment or feeling. Sine a religious

experience which includes response only of the feelings and will becomes perverted

and degenerates, therefore there is no future hope in Agnosticism.



(3) Pantheism:  Pantheists do not think of God as a personal being.  He is the mind or

    soul of the universe and cannot be distinguished from material existence. Pantheists 

    say God cannot be known apart from nature. They do not believe man is a spiritual  

    personality. Pantheism does not accept man's creation in the image of God. The  

    Pantheistic view of the universe is similar to the Materialistic view. Pantheism does  

    not believe in a future hope because man's destiny is to be assimilated back into the  

    nature.   

(4) Personalism: Personalism says that reality is both material and spiritual .  God is

personal and spiritual being.  Religion is a personal relation to God.  Future hope is

for eternal fellowship with God through Christ.

6. What is the a priori method of knowledge?

' A priori ' refers to knowing by reason alone prior to sense experience. 

7. What is the empirical approach to knowledge?

The empirical approach to knowledge is that all data for knowledge comes from sense 

experiences. 

8. What is the pragmatic approach to knowledge?

The pragmatic approach accepts as truth either speculative or experiential knowledge if 

it works. 

9. What is the Christian claim for knowledge of Ultimate Being?

Man can learn from experience and must use his reasoning powers to evaluate  

experiential knowledge, but knowledge of the Ultimate Being is through revelation. 

10. Name the two factors in all knowledge.

The two factors in all knowledge are the object and the subject. 

11. Define revelation and tell why it is essential for man to know God.

God's activities in making Himself known to man. 

12. Give two implications of the image of God in man.

(1) The capacity of man to apprehend God who discloses Himself to him.

(2) The capacity of man to know God,  his Creator.

13. Name two elements of man's nature.

Two elements of man's nature are spiritual and physical. 

14. What evidence is there that man was made with a religious nature?

Man is religious in nature. He is able to know God and responds to God because it is an 

innate quality of his nature to pray and worship. 
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CHAPTER 3 

GENERAL REVELATION

Home Study Exercise

Basic activity: (Level 1, 2, and 3). The following questions are based on the study guide. 

1. List four elements contained in revelation.

(1) God discloses Himself rather than truth about His nature.

(2) Revelation comes through interpreting historical events rather than being an

illumination of the intellect.

(3) God's activities in history must be interpreted.

(4) Revelation is not man's discovery but God's disclosure.

2. Draw a line under the correct statement:

( 1 ) The created world reveals God.   

( 2 ) God cannot reveal Himself through creation since He is not identical with created 

        things.  

( 3 ) God can reveal Himself through His Creation. 

3. Distinguish between general and special revelation.

General revelation refers to what is known of God apart from the Old and New  

Testaments.  

Special revelation refers to redemptive nature and acts of God revealed through Israel 

and Jesus. 

4. If non-Christian religions are based on general revelation, why does the world need

Christianity?

Because non-Christian religions contain partial and distorted truth. 

5. Distinguish between natural revelation and natural theology.

Natural revelation refers to a knowledge of God through creation and reason. 

Natural theology refers to the organizing of that knowledge into a system. 

6. Give two reasons why natural revelation is inadequate.

(1) Sinful man perverts natural revelation.

(2) Natural revelation does not provide a knowledge of redemption.

7. What is the cosmological argument?

The cosmological argument reasons that the existence of God is necessary in order to 

account for the existence of the world. 



8. What is the teleological argument?

The assertion that there is design and purpose in creation is called the teleological 

argument. 

9. Summarize the teleological argument with regard to intelligence.

Man as an intelligent being could not have been produced by unintelligent forces.   

According to Christian faith, man is created in the image of  an intelligent God;  

therefore, he has intelligence which corresponds to the rational design of the universe. 

10. List two answers to the objection that sin does not fit into the design and purpose of a good

God.

(1) The Christian doctrine of sin points out that the world does not exist now according to

its original plan because of man's sinfulness.

(2) Man could not be  a free moral being apart from the possibility of sin.

11. What is the ontological argument?

The ontological argument states, "Man has an idea of a perfect being; existence is an 

attribute of perfection; therefore, a perfect being must exist." 

12. What element of man gives evidence of his moral nature?

His conscience gives evidence of his moral nature. 

13. Distinguish between right and wrong.

Right is the attitude or action  which benefits the other person. 

Wrong is the attitude or action which harms the other person. 

14. What is the best explanation for the universal religious nature of man?

Man is incurably religious. If he does not worship God, he will turn to other gods. 

15. What evidence is there that the world has a moral structure?

God is a moral Being who has established moral laws in His creation and demands 

righteousness of man. Man is obligated to be righteous because God is righteous. 

16. What is the greatest value of the rational arguments?

The greatest value of the rational arguments for the existence of God is to strengthen 

Christian faith. 

17. What is the value of general revelation?

General revelation prepares man for special revelation through Christ. 
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CHAPTER 4 

SPECIAL REVELATION: THE BIBLE

Home Study Exercise

Basic activity: (Level 1, 2, and 3). The following questions are based on the study guide. 

1. What is special revelation?

Special revelation or particular revelation refers to  what is known of God through the 

Bible. 

2. Why is special revelation needed?

Because man is incapable of establishing a right relation to God. 

3. What activities in Israel's history are particularly revelatory?

God's redemptive activities are special activities.  His special redemptive activities were 

in the history of a chosen nation. 

4. How did God's relation to Israel's history differ from His relation to other nations?

God's relation to Israel's history was different from His relation to other nations in that 

He worked in Israel's history in a special redemptive way. 

5. Explain the human and divine roles in special revelation.

The divine role refers to God controlled the historical action and gave inspiration to the  

prophet in interpreting it. The human role refers to the mind of the prophet was involved, 

statements of interpretation reflected his personality. 

6. What is salvation history?

Salvation history is God's redemption activities in the midst of Israel's political and 

social histories. 

7. How does Israel's salvation history rise above the temporal?

Israel's salvation history rose above the temporal in that divine intervention involved 

events which were of eternal significance. 

8. How are we related to Israel's salvation history?

Israel's salvation history is relevant to us today.  It has become our redemptive history. 

9. Is Israel's political, military, economic, or salvation history relevant to us and why?

Only Israel's salvation history is relevant to us today because we become part of the 

stream of salvation history by faith. 



10. What is required for the Old Testament to become revelation to us?

The Old Testament becomes revelation for us through the work of the Holy Spirit in 

response to our faith. 

11. Why does the Bible not attempt to prove the existence of God?

Because Biblical writers assumed man is conscious of God because of general or natural 

revelation. 

12. How does human speech about Jesus relate to Jesus Christ, who is revelation?

Human words about Jesus relate to Jesus Christ, who is revelation, because words are 

symbols which can convey divinity revealed concepts. 

13. Explain whether the Bible is speculative or practical.

The Bible is practical because it deals with real human problems. The Bible describes  

people who experienced problems in life and God's gracious work in meeting their needs. 

14. What is the unifying theme of the Bible?

The unity of Biblical revelation centres in "the redemption of all people." 

15. How does progressive revelation differ from the evolutionary view of religion?

The evolutionary theory attributes religious progress to man's accomplishment, while the 

progressive revelation is God's self-disclosure as needed. 

16. How do the Old and New Testaments relate to Jesus?

The Old Testament predicts and prepares for Jesus' coming. The New Testament 

describes Jesus' redemptive mission. 

17. Distinguish between revelation and inspiration.

Revelation is the activity of God in which He makes Himself and His purpose known to  

man through creation and history. Inspiration is concerned with the method of receiving, 

interpreting, and recording the truth revealed by God. 

18. Who is a prophet?

The prophet is one who speaks words which God puts into his mouth. 

19. List four New Testament teachings concerning inspiration.

(1) The Word of God was first spoken and then written ( 2 Pet. 1:20-21 )

(2) Scripture is of divine origin ( 2 Tim. 3:16 )

(3) Scripture is also the work of human writers ( 2 Pet. 1:21 )

(4) The writings as well as the writers or prophets are inspired ( 2 Pet. 1:21 )

20. What is the plenary inspiration theory?

All the words were God-breathed ( inspired-2 Tim. 3:16 ). God have full (plenary)  

expression to His thoughts in the words of Biblical record. The writers selected and 

expressed the words by God's guidance which were characteristic of their age and  

culture. 
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CHAPTER 5 

SPECIAL REVELATION: JESUS CHRIST

Home Study Exercise

Basic activity: (Level 1, 2, and 3). The following questions are based on the study guide. 

1. What are the characteristics of God's image in man?

Man's capacity for dominion over the rest of creation, his capacity to analyze himself 

objectively, his ability to recognize values and his motivation for action. 

2. What do man's personal characteristics reveal about God?

Man's distinctive characteristics are what is known as the image of God in man, these  

characteristics tell man something about the nature of God. Man knows something about 

the nature of God as a person by examining his own personal characteristics. 

3. Why has man been given God's image or personal qualities?

God gave man personal qualities in order that he could enter into communion and 

fellowship with his Creator. 

4. How does man's knowledge of persons differ from his knowledge of things?

Man's knowledge of persons are known through their words, acts, and attitudes. Man 

knows things by their external characteristics. 

5. How does knowledge of God in Christ differ from knowledge of God in Judaism?

Christians enter into a personal relationship with God through Christ.  The religion of 

Judaism was not personal, it was a performance of rituals. 

6. Why did John refer to Jesus as the Word?

John referred to Jesus as the Word because Jesus communicated the hidden Being of 

God to man. 

7. How did Jesus' physical body relate to His revelation of the Father?

Jesus' physical features did not reveal the Father. His body was used as the vehicle 

through which the nature and person God were expressed. 

8. List three statements of Jesus which show His relation to the Father.

(1) Jesus did the works of the Father.

(2) The Father sent Him and is honoured when the Son is honoured.

(3) To know Jesus is to know the Father.

9. Give two teachings of Paul showing the relation of Christ to God.

(1) God was in Christ reconcilling the world to Himself.

(2) Christ was the image of the invisible God.



10. According to Hebrews, how does God's revelation in Christ differ from previous revelation?

The book of Hebrews says that previous revelation was partial and incomplete, but 

revelation in Christ was complete and final. 

11. What was the Transfiguration?

When Jesus was transfigured, His divine nature shone through His earthly body. 

12. Name three teachings of Jesus about God.

God is good, God is concern, and God is merciful to sinners. 

13. What did Jesus' miracles reveal about the Father?

Jesus' miracles revealed that God has power over nature. 

14. Name two characteristics of God which were revealed in the attitude of Jesus.

(1) Jesus' attitude towards the Father revealed that God is worthy of worship and

supreme devotion.

(2) Jesus' attitude revealed God's attitude towards people: He was compassionate to the

outcast and sinners.

15. What do the Cross and the Resurrection reveal about God?

The cross and resurrection reveal that God condemns sin, but He loves the sinner. 

16. List four facts about revelation in Christ.

(1) Revelation in personal terms.

(2) Revelation is expressed in man's language.

(3) Revelation and redemption are one.

(4) Revelation in Christ in final.

17. List two works of the Holy Spirit in relation to revelation.

(1) To bring to remembrance the teaching of Jesus.

(2) The work of the Holy Spirit in revelation is ' illumination.'

18. How important is faith in relation to special revelation?

Faith involves a willingness to accept the Biblical account of Jesus as true and an 

openness to respond to its moral and spiritual truth. 
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CHAPTER 6 

THE NATURE AND ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

Home Study Exercise

Basic activity: (Level 1, 2, and 3). The following questions are based on the study guide 

1. Why is a knowledge of God's nature important?

Because the meaning and nature of man's present and future existence are related to the 

questions of the reality and nature of God. 

2. Briefly explain the terms used by the Greek father, Athenagoras, to describe God:

(1) Incomprehensible: God cannot be comprehended by finite man.

(2) Impassible: God has perfect moral freedom moral transcendence.

(3) Immutable: God is not subject to time or change.

3. Give Conner's definition of attributes.

Conner defines attributes as those qualities or characteristics of the divine Being by  

virtue of which He is distinguished from all created beings and without which He would 

not be  worthy of the worship and service of man. 

4. Brunner says that God's nature is that which He is in Himself,  and the attributes are those

qualities which God has in relation to His creation.

5. Two facts which justify the use of human analogy to speak of the nature of God are:

(1) God's image in man through creation.

(2) God's revelation through the Son.

6. Define personality.

Personality is the typical pattern or configuration of an individual's thoughts, attitudes, 

and actions with regard to himself and others. 

7. How can the person or actual self be known?

The inner person is revealed by his behaviour. 

8. What is self-consciousness?

Self-consciousness is the quality of a person which distinguishes him from other being 

and the ability to objectify himself. 

9. How does the self-determination of man differ from that of God?

Self-determination is man's control of his action from within. God's self-determination is 

different from man's. God is not influenced in His choices; He has the power to bring to  

pass that He determines. 



10. What limits man's freedom?

Man is responsible to his Creator; he is tempted by Satan. 

11. How does the existence of God differ from the existence of man?

God is self existent and the source of all created existence.  Man's existence is dependent. 

12. What is included in the intelligence of persons?

Intelligence is the quality of a person which includes self-consciousness, the capacity to 

know, the power to think purposefully, and the ability to reason. 

13. What is rational affection?

Rational affection emphasizes the mental aspect of feeling. 

14. What is the source of the moral structure of the universe?

The judgment of right and wrong is source of the moral structure of the universe which 

is provides by God. 

15. What was the original meaning of holy?

Holy originally meant to belong to deity. 

16. What does holiness include?

Holiness include severity, judgment, grace and mercy. 

17. How are righteousness and love related to holiness?

Righteousness is God's holiness in relation to man as a responsible moral agent. Love is 

a holiness of God as interested in man as weak and sinful 

18. What three things does Conner emphasize concerning God's righteousness in relation to

man?

(1) God's righteousness demands righteousness in man.

(2) God's righteousness condemns sin in man.

(3) God's righteousness moves Him to redeem sinful man.

19. How does forgiven man attain righteousness?

Forgiven man attain righteousness by faith he appropriates the power of God for living 

the Christian life. 

20. What is the meaning of love?

Love is to help those in need and to desire good for one's brother instead of evil. 

21. What is the meaning of God's immanence?

God's immanence means that He is present in His creation. 

22. What are the words for God's separateness from nature and His presence in nature?

Transcendence means that God is beyond His creation, immanence means that God is 

present in His creation. 
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CHAPTER 7 

THE MAN, WORK, AND WILL OF GOD

Home Study Exercise

Basic activity: (Level 1, 2, and 3). The following questions are based on the Level 1 reading 

assignment and the study guide material. 

1. What is the importance of the name of God in the Old Testament?

The name 'God' represented God's self or real person in the Old Testament. 

2. What is the meaning of the name which God revealed to Moses at the burning bush?

"I am the Mysterious One, and I will to remain so; I AM WHO THAT I AM. 'Yahweh' 

expresses life in its continuance and its actuality. 

3. What is the meaning of Yahweh?

The meaning of Yahweh are "the One Who is"- the absolute and unchangeable God and 

"the One who causes to be what comes to pass." 

4. What does El mean?

The meaning of word 'El' is apparently 'Power.'   'El' was the divine power which filled 

men with awe and dread. 

5. Why is the plural form 'Elohim' used for Israel's God?

'Elohim', the plural form for God, emphasizes the unity of God or the Godhead. 

6. What do the names Shaddai and Elyon mean?

'Shaddai' means " He Who is sufficient."  'Elyon' seems to be a synonym for Yahweh and 

means most high God. 

7. Why did the Jews substitute Adonai for the Tetragrammation (YHWH)?

In fear of profaning the name of God, the Jews substituted Adonai for Yahweh. 

8. What does the name 'Father' imply about God?

The name 'Father' implies intimacy which includes reverence, respect, and simple trust. 

9. How does God's existence differ from created existence?

God's existence is not dependent or contingent, while created existence is contingent and 

may lose their being in an instant. 

10. What is the fundamental difference between God and man?

Man was created by God and is dependent upon Him. God is eternal existence. 



11. How does God's sovereignty affect man?

Man as creature is responsible to God. God as Creator is not accountable to man. 

12. What is the meaning of ex nihilo?

The meaning of  'ex nihilo'  is the idea that God created the world from no pre-existent 

matter. 

13. What is the purpose of Creation?

The purpose of Creation is God's glory. Creation of the world and man is the object of 

God's self-giving love. 

14. How is the Word an instrument of Creation?

The Word an instrument of Creation was spoke by God and the creation activity came to 

pass. 

15. What is the primary purpose of Genesis 1?

The primary purpose of Genesis 1 is to emphasize that God is the Creator. 

*17.  What question causes the goodness of Creation to be questioned?

If God is the Creator with all power and is also good, why does He permit tragedy and 

suffering in His universe? 

18. How do Christian Scientists answer the problem of evil in Creation?

Christian Scientist answer the problem of evil in Creation by denying that the physical 

and natural real and eternal. "Nothing is real and eternal, nothing is Spirit, but God 

and His idea. Evil has no reality. 

19. What answer does dualism give to the problem of belief in a good God and the existence of

evil?

The spiritual realm is set over against the material realm. Therefore, God and the 

material exist together as eternal principles. 

20. What is the Christian view of Creation and of the source of evil?

The Creation is good, sinful man's rebellion against God and  man's misuse of Creation 

are the  cause of evil and suffering. 

21. State the doctrine of predestination.

Predestination is a doctrine of hope for the Christian. It means that man who is a sinner 

and has no hope of salvation within himself is not hopeless because God has determined 

to provide for and to bring him to salvation. 

22. What is the Christian view of natural law?

The Bible attributes that laws of nature, the course of history, and varying fortunes of 

individuals to God's providential control. 

* There is no item# 16 on the book.
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CHAPTER 8 

THE SPECIAL VIEW OF CHRIST

Home Study Exercise

Basic activity: (Level 1, 2, and 3). The following questions are based on the study guide. 

1. What is the meaning of Messiah?

There are two words have the same meaning as Messiah are: Christ and anointed. 

2. List three Davidic descriptions and Scripture references which relate the Ideal Ruler to David.

(1) Jeremiah 23:5 tells of a righteous branch from David who would be king.

(2) Ezekiel 34:23 refers to the Ideal Ruler as a shepherd like Yahweh's servant David.

(3) ' The anointed of the Lord ' is related to the seed of David in Psalm 89:3-4.

3. Name three facts concerning Israel's Messianic hope.

(1) Descendant of David, according to God's promise.

(2) Israel believed the Messiah's power would come from God's presence in the Temple in

Jerusalem.

(3) Israel's hope also included the belief that God's chosen would be called His Son.

4. How does the reign of the Messiah differ from the reign of the Son of Man?

The reign of the Messiah refers to more nationalistic, this-worldly, and political. The  

reign of the Son of Man refers to more transcendent, universalistic, and dependent on 

divine power. 

5. List five similarities of the Suffering Servant of Issaiah and the Davidic Messiah.

(1) Both are servants (S-Isa. 42:1; M-Ezek. 34:23f, Zech. 3:8).

(2) Both will receive the Spirit of Yahweh (S-Isa. 42:1; M-Isa. 11:2).

(3) Both will gain victory through the words of their months (S-Isa. 49:2; M-Isa. 11:4).

(4) Both will restore the tribes of Jacob (S-Isa. 49:6; M-Jer. 23:8).

(5) Both will be approached and rejected (S-Isa. 52:13-53:12; M-Ps. 98.50).

Note: M=Davidic Messiah, S=Servant of the Lord.

6. Who is the Son of man in Daniel 7:13?

Some scholars say the Son of Man is a personification of the Jewish nation. 

7. What Messianic leaders do the Dead Sea Scrolls mention?

The Dead Sea scrolls describe two messianic leaders as (1) teacher and priestly leader

(2) the Davidic leader or kingly Messiah.

8. What kind of messianic leader were the Jews expecting at the time of Jesus' birth?

It was a king of the line of David who would establish a political kingdom and defeat the 

Romans. 



9. What does Matthew's Gospel emphasize about Jesus?

Matthew's Gospel shows that Jesus met the qualifications of the Messiah predicted by the 

Prophets. 

10. What does Mark emphasize concerning Jesus as the Messiah?

Mark emphasized that the Pharisees and other Jews misunderstood the nature of the 

Messiah. 

11. List five evidences of Jesus' humanity.

(1) He received His humanity of His mother, Mary.

(2) He experienced normal intellectual.

(3) He experienced  physical growth and development.

(4) He assumed family responsibilities as the eldest son.

(5) He was known in Galilee as the carpenter and the son of Mary.

12. What is meant by the Virgin Birth and where are accounts of it found?

The Virgin Birth meant Jesus, the Son of God, was born without a human father. He was 

begotten of God in the womb of the Virgin Mary through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Two Gospels give accounts of the Virgin Birth are the book of Matthew and the book of  

Luke. 

13. Distinguish between the Virgin Birth and the doctrine of the Incarnation.

The Virgin Birth deals with the origin of the person of Jesus Christ. The Incarnation  

states that the Son of God who from all eternity was in the bosom of the Father was made 

flesh and dwelt among us. 

14. How do the Virgin Birth and the Incarnation relate?

Incarnation is the eternal divine nature joining the human nature in a body of flesh.  

How the two natures came together in one person is explained by the Virgin Birth. 

15. List five important Scriptures where the Virgin Birth and Incarnation are presented in the

New Testament.

(1) John 1:1-14 teaches that God became incarnate in the Son and dwelt with His People.

(2) Matthew 1:18-23 tells of Joseph's dream when he was told that Mary would give birth

to Son conceived by the Holy Spirit.

(3) Romans 8:3 is a clear statement of the Incarnation.

(4) Romans 1:3-4 Declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit and

holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.

(5) Philippians 2:7 states Jesus gave up the appearance of His divine nature and took on

the form of a servant.

16. List four Scriptures which teach Jesus' sinlessness.

(1) Hebrews 7:26 He was a holy, guiltless, undefiled, spotless, unblemished sacrifice for

us.

(2) Hebrews 4:15 Christ was tested in all respects exactly as we are but He did not sin.

(3) 2 Corinthians 5:12 Christ was innocent of sin and yet took on our sins.

(4) 1 Peter 3:18 Although Christ suffered for sins, he was just and innocent.



17. Name two occasions on which Jesus faced human temptations.

(1) To become a popular leaders.

(2) To become successful and wealthy.

18. List three evidences of Jesus' divine sonship.

(1) Jesus was uniquely conscious of His intimate relationship to God, His Father.

(2) At Jesus' baptism and again at the transfiguration, a heavenly voice affirmed the

Jesus in God's Son.

(3) Paul taught that Christians become adopted sons of God as the result of the

indwelling Spirit of His Son.

19. What two relationships are identified by the term 'lord'?

In the Greek Old Testament, used by Jewish Christians, 'Lord' was the word used to  

represent Yahweh. The term 'Lord' is suitable to describe the relation of Jesus to His 

followers. 

20. Why are the two natures of Christ essential for His redemptive mission?

The two natures are essential for His redemptive mission. As human He represents sinful 

humanity before God. As the sinless Son of God, Christ is able to provide for man's  

redemption by substituting His righteousness for man's sinfulness. 

21. How did the resurrection contribute to the disciples' understanding of Jesus?

The disciples used Jesus' resurrection to prove that Jesus' claims as the Son of God were 

true. 
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CHAPTER 9 

THE PERSON OF CHRIST

Home Study Exercise

Basic activity: (Level 1, 2, and 3). The following questions are based on the study guide 

1. What caused the Apostles to recognize Jesus as the pre-existent Word?

The Apostles realized that Jesus was the pre-existent Word of God because of the 

uniqueness of His work, the miracle of His resurrection, and the meaning of His  

ascension and present dominion. 

2. Distinguish between Christ as Saviour and as Life.

Christ as Saviour removes sins and their consequences. Christ as Life gives man a new 

life of victory. 

3. What is the emphasis of Christ's work expressed in the title 'Son of man'?

To God, the Father, He is Son of God. T o man, He is both Lord and Saviour. To the 

Kingdom, he is the King who has equipped His citizens with power for the work of  

spreading the Kingdom on earth. 

4. Name two Christological questions which were unanswered at the end of the New Testament

period.

(1) What was Jesus' relation to God?

(2) How can the human and the divine be related in one Man?

5. What three groups of false teachers are reflected in the New Testament?

Three groups of false teachers reflected in the New Testament are (1) Pharisaic Jewish 

Christians.(2) Jewish Christians. (3) Gentile Christians. 

6. Give the original meaning of the word and beliefs of the Ebionites.

The original meaning of 'Ebionite' is poor. One of the major beliefs of Ebionites was that 

the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus at His baptism and left Him at the time of His death. 

7. What did Docetics believe?

The Docetic view of Jesus was that His human body was not real, but only a phantom. 

8. List three characteristics of Gnosticism.

(1) Gnostics believed that matter was evil; therefore, the Supreme Being could not have

created the material world.

(2) Gnostics did not accept the Old Testament and parts of the New Testament. They were

actively hostile to Judaism.

(3) Gnosticism did not put much emphasis on practical conduct, they emphasize

intellectual comprehension of the mysteries of the universe.



9. Why did Gnostics reflect the belief that the Father of Jesus created the world?

Gnosticism was a developed form of Docetism and based on the Greek view of God.  He 

could not have created this world for it was believed that matter was evil. To make the  

supreme Being the Creator of matter or the World would be deny His perfection.  He is  

unknowable and unreachable for us. 

10. What writings did Marcion recognize as canonical and why?

Marcion accepted the writing of Paul and part of Luke which comprised his New 

Testament canon 

11. What is the Logos theology?

It was the concept of Christ as Logos, as found in John's Gospel, various systems of 

speculation emerged. 

12. Why did Monarchianism react against the Logos doctrine?

Monarchianism was a reaction against the Logos doctrine which would make Jesus 

Christ a second God. Monarchianism supported monotheism and opposed to tritheism. 

13.. According to Paul of Samosata, what was the relation of Christ, Jesus, and the Logos? 

According to Paul of Samosata's statement, Jesus was a divinely begotten man who was 

energized by the Logos ( Holy Spirit ) 

14. What is Modalistic Monarchianism?

Modalistic Monarchianism was a kind of  belief which believed that the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit of three aspects or modes of God. 

15. List four beliefs of Arius concerning Christ.

(1) The Son was created out of nothing; therefore, He is different in essence from the

Father.  His nature as Logos, Wisdom, Son of God, is only by grace and the power

of the Father.

(2) He is a finite being since there was when He was not.

(3) He was created before everything else, and through Him the universe was created

and is sustained.

(4 )  The human element in the Christ is merely material; the soul is the Logos.  Christ 

       had no human soul, only a divine soul. 

16. How did Athanasius explain that Christ was begotten but eternal?

Athanasius 's view of Christ was that He was begotten and also eternal. 

17. What did Nestorius believe about Mary as the mother of God?

Nestorius objected to the expression "mother of God," which was applied to Mary.  He  

maintained that Mary did not hear God, but he man Jesus who is the organ of the deity. 

18. With what Christological error is the name of Nestorius associated?

The view that the presence of the divine and human in Jesus Christ was in such fashion  

that there were two distinct beings in Him rather than two natures in one person came to 

be associated with Nestorius. 



19. How did the Council of Chalcedon define Christ?

Christ was defined by the Council of Chalcedon as perfect in deity and perfect in  

humanity; each of the two natures preserving its true properties; and the two natures 

concurring in one. 
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CHAPTER 10 

THE BIBLICAL VIEW OF THE SPIRIT

Home Study Exercise

Basic activity: (Level 1, 2, and 3). The following questions are based on the study guide. 

1. List six meanings of the Old Testament word 'spirit'.

Six meaning of the Old Testament word 'spirit' are (1)breath (2)wind (3)the life principle 

(4)the seat of emotions (5)Spirit of God (6)descriptive reference to attitudes or  

dispositions. 

2. How is God's Spirit related to the human spirit?

The Spirit of God imparted the breath of life to man who became a living spirit. 

3. List four primary activities of the Spirit of God in the Old Testament.

Four primary activities of the Spirit of God in the Old Testament are: 

(1) Spirit was in Joseph (Gen. 41:38)

(2) Spirit of the Lord spoke through David (2 Sam. 23:2)

(3) The inspiration of Isaiah came from the Lord through His Spirit (Isa. 48:16)

(4) The Lord's warnings to Israel through the prophets by His Spirit (Neh. 9:30)

4. List two evidences of the indwelling Spirit in the Old Testament.

(1) Saul prophesied among the prophets to demonstrate that the Spirit of God had come

upon him. ( 1 Sam 10:6, 10 )

(2) Prophesying was accompanied by ecstatic experiences. With reference to Saul, "he

stripped off his clothes also, and prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay

down naked all that day and all that night." ( 1 Sam 19:24 )

5. How did Moses and Elijah differ from other prophets in regard to the Spirit?

Only Moses and Elijah possessed the Spirit permanently. 

6. Why was the Spirit not emphasized in the inter-testamental times?

Because in inter-testamental times, the law became supreme. 

7. What three activities of the Spirit are emphasized in the Old Testament and also in the

Synoptics?

Three activities of the Spirit are emphasized in the Old Testament and also in the 

Synoptics are (1) The Spirit's revelation in prophecy. (2) The anointing of God's chosen 

leaders. (3) The Spirit as the presence and power of God in relation to creation. 



8. What was the meaning of Pentecost in relation to the Rabbinic doctrine that the Spirit of

prophecy had been removed from the world?

The Rabbis believed (1) they had ultimate revelation in the law; (2) they needed no  

further "word of the Lord"; (3) the Spirit had been removed from the world.  Therefore, 

Pentecost was the return of the Spirit of prophecy into the world. 

*10.  Underscore the correct ending for this statement:  According to Acts, the Holy Spirit is

bestowed through: 

a. the laying on of hands.

b. baptism.

c. before baptism and without the laying in of hands.

d. all of the above without a particular pattern.

11. What did Paul stress about the Holy Spirit?

Yes, Paul stressed the Spirit as the mode of Christ's presence in and among His people. 

12. How does the divine Spirit work with man?

The divine Spirit can work with man because the human nature has an element which 

corresponds to the divine Spirit. 

13. Give the meaning of "Walk in the Spirit.:"

"Walk in the Spirit" means sums up the relation of the divine Spirit and the human spirit. 

14. True or false?  The divine Spirit frequently replaces the human spirit in accomplishing God's

work through man.  False.

15. How does Paul use the term 'flesh'?

Paul used this term to refer to the "lusts of the flesh" in a way that means more than 

sensuality. The word 'flesh' means the whole personality wrongly directed.  

16. What is meant by the statement that Jesus did not receive the Spirit by measure?

The statement that Jesus did not receive the Spirit by measure means He received from 

God completed spiritual insight and power as His Son and as the King of Israel. 

17. How is water related to the Spirit in John 3:5?

Water relates to the Spirit since water symbolizes the cleansing of salvation by faith.  The 

believer receives the gift of the Spirit when he is saved. 

18. Why could the Holy Spirit not be given until Jesus was glorified?

The power for world conquest through the Holy Spirit could not be fully given until Jesus 

had conquered Satan and his forces through death and resurrection. 

19. Who is the Paraclete?

The Paraclete is another name for Comforter whom Jesus promised.  His coming means 

that the Father and Jesus will abide with the disciples. 

20. How did John emphasize the personality of Spirit?

John's use of 'Paraclete' emphasizes the Spirit's personality. 

* Note: There is no item# 9
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CHAPTER 11 

THE NATURE AND WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT       

Home Study Exercise

Basic activity: (Level 1, 2, and 3). The following questions are based on the study guide 

1. Name three main works of the Spirit in the Old testament.

The work of the Spirit in the Old Testament are: 

(1) God's power in relation to creation and man.

(2) God's presence with His servants to qualify them and empower them for the task to

which they have been called.

(3) God's medium of revelation and power in prophesying.

2. What is the relation of emotions to man's spirit?

Emotions are only one aspect of man's spirit intellect and will are also parts of man's 

spirit. 

3. Why is it difficult to know when the Holy Spirit is guiding us?

Because our desires, feelings, and thinking are subject also to the influence of Satan. 

4. What was the purpose of speaking in tongues at Pentecost?

The purpose of the of speaking in tongues at Pentecost was to enable the Apostles to 

speak forth God's message of salvation in Christ. 

5. What was the problem related to speaking in tongues at Corinth?

A problem arose in the Church at Corinth when some Christians claimed a superior 

spiritual experience because they spoke in tongues 

. 

6. Name three instructions Paul gave with regard to speaking in tongues in the Church.

(1) Not all Christians have the same gift, therefore, not all will speak in tongues.

(2) Speaking in tongues in church is of little value unless there is an interpretation.

(3) No more than three people are to be permitted to speak in tongues in a service and

only one at a time.

7. Why should speaking in an unknown tongue be a private instead of a public exercise?

Because an unknown tongue has no place in a public exercise unless it is interpreted. 

8. List three Scripture references which show that the gift, baptism, and the filling of the Spirit

are the same experience.

(1) Gift of the Holy Spirit (Act. 2:38).

(2) Baptism of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3; Acts 1:5).

(3) Filling with Spirit (Act. 2:4; 2:33).



9. How do salvation (the forgiveness of sin) and the New Birth relate?

The forgiveness of sin and deliverance from its consequences. The New Birth or 

regeneration to a new life. Both are related to the Kingdom of God. 

10. Name three evidences which point to the personal nature of the Spirit.

(1) The Spirit has the capacity to know.

(2) The spirit is a personal being who relates God's mind and will to man and who guides

man's thoughts and desires to conform to the will of God.

(3) The Spirit is sensitive and can be grieved.

11. Name two Scriptures which predicted the anointing of the Messiah by the Spirit.

Isaiah 11:1-2 and  Isaiah 61:1ff. 

12. Why cannot the sin against the Holy Spirit be forgiven?

Sin against the Holy Spirit cannot be forgiven because to discredit the miracles of  Jesus  

which were done through the power of the Holy Spirit is to reject the presence of the  

Kingdom of God and to forfeit the privilege of entering it through faith.. 

13. Why could not the Holy Spirit be given in fullness until the death and resurrection of Jesus?

The Holy Spirit came in fullness after the death and resurrection of Jesus because Satan's 

power over man was broken. 

14. What is the work of the Holy Spirit in salvation?

The Holy Spirit enables the work of Christ in His Kingdom to continue through Kingdom 

citizens. 

15. What is the emphasis in Acts concerning the Spirit and the Christian life?

The indwelling Spirit does equip the servant for sharing Christ effectively. 

16. What new emphasis did Paul give to the work of the Spirit in relation to Christian life?

Paul emphasized that through the Spirit man has power to overcome the flesh and its 

affections. 

17. What is the relation of the Kingdom and the Church?

The assembly of Kingdom citizens for prayer, study, worship, and service is called the 

church. 

18  What is the difference in the gift of the Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit? 

' The gift of the Spirit ' refers to the Spirit Himself given by the Father to indwell each 

believer, ' the gifts of the Spirit'  is the imparting of qualification to each Christian to  

enable him to accomplish God's will for his life. 
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CHAPTER 12

THE TRINITY   

Home Study Exercise      

Basic activity: (Level 1, 2, and 3). The following questions are based on the study guide 

1. Give four New Testament Scriptures which imply the Trinity.

(1)Matt. 28:19,  (2)Matt. 3:16,  (3)1 Cor. 12:3-4,  (4)Eph. 4:4-16 

2. What is meant by 'Trinity'?

The Trinity means that within one essence of the Godhead there are three 'person'. 

These three persons are not: (1) three gods nor (2) three parts or modes of existing god. 

The three persons are coequally and coeternally. 

3. Why does monotheism require the doctrine of the Trinity?

Because God the Father 

God the Son 

God the Holy Spirit 

be understood as one rather than three gods. 

4. Why was the plural noun 'Elohim' used with a singular verb?

It is probably the plural of majesty which  magnifies the greatness of God's Being. 

5. What was the origin and understanding of  God's Word as a person?

The statement, "and God said" (Gen. 1:3, 6, 9, 11 etc) and Its reference, which shows 

God's Word as a person. 

6. In the light of the Old Testament emphasis on monotheism, what problem arises from New

Testament teachings?

The Old Testament sets forth a monotheistic faith, and the New Testament speaks of the 

divinity of Jesus. 

7. List four of the most important Scriptures which state that Jesus Christ is God.

(1) John 20:28, "My Lord and my God."

(2) John 1:1, "and the Word was God."

(3) Rom. 9:5, Christ as "God blessed for ever."

(4) John 1:18, "No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the

bosom of the Father, He has explained Him."

8. What title is applied to both God and Jesus?

The title applied to both God and Jesus is "Lord." 



9. List five divine attributes which are applied to Jesus.  Give a Scripture reference for each.

(1) Eternal, "In the beginning was the Word."

(2) Immutability, "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever."

(3) Holiness, "...that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of

God."

(4) Omnipresence, "...lo, I am with you always."

(5) Omniscience,  Jesus knew all men.

10. What two works of God are attributed to Jesus?

Two works of God are attributed to Jesus are (1)creation,(2) judgment. 

11. What does the worship of Jesus reveal?

The worship of Jesus reveals that He is considered to be one with Yahweh. 

12. Why are God's transcendence and immanence important to man's understanding of Him?

God's transcendence means His greatness, and God's immanence means His availability. 

13. How does the doctrine of the Trinity support the doctrine of Revelation?

The eternal, personal God has been revealed in the history and experience of man in the 

person of the Son, Jesus Christ,  who is the historic Mediator. 

14. How does the doctrine of the Holy Spirit correct the misunderstanding of the hidden and

revealed God?

Man comes to know the hidden God through the historic person, the Son, but men  

everywhere of all ages are able to experience the present reality of the mysterious and 

hidden God in the person of the Holy Spirit. 

15. How does John's Gospel present the relation of the Persons of the Trinity?

According to John's Gospel, the Father sent the Son, the Son reveals the Father and the 

Holy Spirit enables man to apprehend the Father and the Son. 

16. How does John's Gospel distinguish the Persons of the Trinity?

The Holy Spirit proceeded from the Father but was sent by the Son to dwell "with you, 

and shall be in you" ( John 14:17 ). John's attempt to express the relation and yet the  

distinction of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

17. What is Patripassionism?

Patripassionism is a perversion of the relation of the Son and the Father to the extent 

that it was expressed that "God died." 

18. What terms did Tertullian use to express the distinction and the unity of the Godhead?

With reference to Tertullian's view, the term 'triad' means the distinction of the Godhead 

and 'economy' means the unity of the Godhead. 

19. How did Paul of Samosata describe the relation of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

According to Paul of Samosata's view, the relation of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is 

that the three are God in one person. Logos and wisdom are attributes of God, and the  

Son was energized by the Holy Spirit at His baptism at which time He was exalted to  

honour and fellowship with God. 



20. What is Modalistic Monarchianism as presented by Sabelliius?

Modalistic Monarchianism as presented by Sabellius indicated that God was one Person 

who manifested Himself in three aspects or Modes. 

21. Name three conclusions of Arius the creation of the Son.

(1) The Son was created out of nothing; therefore, He is different in essence from the

Father.

(2) There was a time when He was not; therefore, He is finite and not eternal.

(3) He was created before anything else, and through Him the universe was created.

22. List three important teachings of Athanasius concerning the Son.

(1) The Son was begotten not by the will of the Father but by a necessity of the Father's

nature.  It is God's unchangeable nature to be Father, but He could not be Father

without the Son.

(2) The Son is identical in substance with the Father.

(3) The Son is a personality just as the Father is a personality.  The Son is not a mere

attribute or mode of manifestation of the Father but an independent personal

subsistence.  Christ is not a delegate whom God sent, nor is the Holy Spirit an

external agent sent by the Father and the Son.  The works of Christ and of the Holy

Spirit are as much the work of God as that of the Father.

23. What Council finally settled the question of the Godhead and what term was used to show

the equality of the Trinity?

The Council of Constantinople in A.D. 381 finally settled the question of the Godhead, 

and the term ' same substance'  (homoousion) was used to show the equality of the  

Trinity. 

24. How did the Cappadocians interpret the Nicene Creed to show the relation and distinction of

the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

The Cappadocians stated that in God there is only one ousion (substance) but there are 

three hypostases (persons). 
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